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this was not done, the clamour would be, that he kept him to himfelf, andBolingbroke*
would allow none to come near him, to tell the truth. This was repeated to ^~~*rm~~'^.,
the dutchefs, who promifed her.intereft with the king.

When fir Robert next attended her grace, fhe faid the king was averfe to
feeing-St. John, taking fofc granted, it muft make you uneafy. He replied, he
could not be eafy till St. John was admitted, . This was fo much preffed, that
he was foon after gratified with an audience. Lord Lechmere happened to
come upon bufinefs at the fame time, he enquired who was in the clofet; he
heard Walpok was alfo at court: he then imagined him to be fole direftor.
Fully poflefled with this conceit, he went in to the king. He began with re-
viling Walpole, as not being contented with doing mifchief himfelf, but in-
troducing one who was, If poffible, much worfe; and thus he departed, without
offering the papers to be figned, which he-brought as chancellor of the dutchy*
This diverted the king extreamly, who made It the fubjeft of converfation*
when fir Robert waited on him; he flightly mentioned St. John's demonftra-
(ions* and called them bagatelles*

I have been thus minute and exa6t, becaufe St. John and his friends have
made the thing furer and more imediate, than can be juftified from reality.
On the other fide, fome of the great man's neareft relations and friends have
deemed it as groundlefs, and have thought fit to'reprefent him as under nt>
fort of apprehenfion from his rival. I will therefore repeat what he faid fe-
veral times, and particularly at the end of the converfation, which was nearly
in thefe words. " As he. had the dutchefs entirely on his fide, I need not
add, what muft or might in time have been the confequence. He informed
me the fame day, that the bill in favour of St. John, is wholly to be afcribed
to the influence of the dutchefs. Either the prefent vifcount Chetwind, or
his brother William, conveyed eleven thoufand pounds from St. John's lady
to lady Walfingham, the dutchefs's niece*
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ming all knowledge of the affair, he
